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She hugs tens of thousands of strangers

Indian "hugging saint' won't leave till evenyone in queue has been embraced
By Hedy Khoo

March 31,2009 e [M]
p—— FaIrFrIce SHE waited 16 hours for a hug that lasted mere seconds.

Gotchal Mo 'newy' Merlion

En_gaging

COLUMHISTS But far Filipina Evanaeling Alivio, it was worth the lang wait.

He's better off it his car

The 36-year-old civil semant flesy here from the Philippines with ' WESIDER

20 friends just to see the ‘hugoing saint' and to be embraced
by her.

| wvant my money back

han on tap of MOk
PATIENT: People building calls police
Said Madam Alivio: 'l don't mind the wait.' queueing up for hours to
hug Amma. PICTURES: SHAME THEM, BIUT...
ot R SHIN MIN DAILY NEWS,
Mata Amritanandamayi, the ‘hugaging saint who is popularly LIAWHE WANBAD SHAME THEM

known as Amma, which means mather in several Indian

languages, is here to spread her message of love and to give hugs. .S':'me tr,y o slufttioney
........................... : in cops' pockets

Held atthe Suntec Convention Centre, the three-day event, which is organised by the local | Mew team formed to

E-MAIL Us Amriteswari Society, has seen 12,000 people since Saturday morning. bisttle crime ot Integrated
[~] Resarts
CALL US : Hie
‘ﬁ_._._.._,,_,__,. 334455 Frorm 10.20am to 2pm, then Tpm until 3.30am, anybody can be Millior-collar gun desl
hugoed by Amima. claim bazeless and &
sham'
Madam Alivio had waited fram 1 0am aon Saturday till 2am the Someone stole my WWw.sphitcom.sg
next day farthe hug. houze

bumn-in-lawy treats trio as

slaves =
He spends $700,000 on ; '

el %5

Dt Mahathir makes
campaign comeback

She then stayed on until 4am to continue loaking at Amma.
She made herway back again yesterday ta listen to her
teachings.

It's something in her face and her presence thattouches me.
She feels like a mother to me.'

. . Indian engineer goes on
Singaporean Lakshmi Yelan, 27, who was recently retrenched, killing =pree
arrived at 8pm vesterday and was prepared to wait until 3am, or however long ittakes to

receive Amma's hug. He stabs others, rams

truck into them

| feel good and blessed when she hugs me. She is a divine being. Mo good things come  Big haa-ha aver
withaut weaiting and | am willing ta wait far her hug,' said Madam Yelan. BLOMOMIC FOMNMON.

She explained that the recession blues do not trouble her. ‘Amma makes me feel.. content
with what | have,' she added.

At Amma's last visit a yvear ago, she had queued for 512 hours at the Singapore Expo.
Feople who arrive for hugs are issued a number before taking a seatinside the convention
hall to wait their turn.

The Amriteswwari Society said 5,000 turned up from 10.30&am to 3pm yesterday, with 7,000
in the evening for the second session which started from Fpm.

The eventwill end anly after Amma has hugoed every one inthe queue.

Yesterday evening, the 32,000saft hall was packed as Amima spoke ta the crowd in
Malayalam, the language of kKerala state in India, as her aide translated her words into
Enalish.

One of Amima's care fallowers, Miss Emmanuelle, 31, who declined to give her full name,
is French. She has taken a year off from herwork as a social waorker in Paris to follow
Amma on her travels.

She arrived in India in December and will return to Paris in Octoher later this year. She
said: 'People are so pre-occupied by money and business that they forget how to love.
Amma teaches ahout love, how to give love and to lead a simple life.!

Miss Emmanuelle declined to say if she has to pay for her own air fare, accommodation
and living expenses ar ifthese are taken care of by Amma's society in India.

Dwaring this trip, Amima will be persanally giving $100 provision vouchers, goody bags and
her hugs to 50 needy peaple from two blacks of one-raam rental flats in Woodlands.

The chairman of the Amriteswari Society said the gifts come from donations made to the
society.
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THE HUGGING SAINT IN S'PORE

When she came to Singapore last year, more than 35,000 people got hugged. This time, some got
more than an embrace from Indian spiritual leader Mata Amritanandamayi, known worldwide as the
*Hugging Saint’. At Suntec Singapore over the weekend, she also gave out $100-provision vouchers
and goody bags to 50 people who live in one-room flats, and 100 bursaries to needy students.
Organisers expected a tumout of more than 40,000. To date, she has given more than 27 million
hugs around the world induding Europe, the United States and the Middle East. o wone
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12 hnurs for a hug frnm Amma

=taklzi’s Surendar Kaur describes her long walt
tr gat 3 hug from India's "Hugging Saint’ lazt
year. Thiz peay, she will be in Singapere on
March 28,

1
I HEARD about her from my husband and I
was curious to rieet her, So when zhe
visited Singapore last vear in March, I took

rmy two children and waited in 2 long queue
at the Singapore Expo.

There were about 5,000 people like us
waiting to get a hug fram Mata
Arnritanandamayi Devi, who is popularly
krnown as the "Hugging Saint", But to her

devotees, she iz Amrma, When people got
tired they either sat an the floar ar just lay

daown for @ short nap. During the tire we
spent waiting for cur turn we rmade several aVI n I I On e
friends and got to know rmore about Arnma, Pump prices up all around

Many described her hugs as "elacrifying”.
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12 hours for a hug from
Amma

Itchy buttock rash after
using cheap toilet paper

Az our wait stretched into the wee hours we thought of giving up but decided against it on realising F-stops and pit-stops
that if Amma could go on we could too, Cur turn carme after 12 hours, Arnma whispered something
imta iy ear and hugged rme. I falt an indescribable chill dawn iy back,

Personal data stays private
Maw wou know why my family and I will be there an March 22, when SingPass used for
organisatons
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